
James 5:5-20 
 
Review: 

1) Humility exhibited by Jairus often a prerequisite to submitting by faith to Christ. Continually  the 
scriptures call us to take the lowest place and serve others (Luke 14 and Mark 10) 

2) Judgment comes from pride, to stand in judgment of others of God’s Word is to exalt ourselves and 
assume a place that only the Lord has the right to take as Lawgiver and Judge. (Making an idol of 
rational thinking since the Enlightenment has led many to this sin which we see exhibited in 
postmodernism and relativism.) 

3) Making plans without recognizing God’s providence, and our dependence on Him is another form 
of pride. Our lives are very temporary (a mist) and we have very little control.  
A. Two keys to combatting this are recognizing how insignificant we are, and always asking for 

God’s will in any of our plans. 
4) Sins of omission just as heinous as sins of commission. 
5) Hoarding wealth actually destroys us and our relationship with the Lord. It is hard to “depend” on 

the Lord for our “daily bread” when our storehouses are full”. 
6) Wealth is a trust which we are accountable to God for, Gen. 1:28 says we were created to be 

stewards. 
7) It is amazing what we can justify when it comes to wealth 
8) The Lord is the defender of those who can’t care for or protect themselves, and He calls us as 

Christians to that now on His behalf. (Gal. 2:10, James 1:27) 
————————————————————————————————————————— 

I. Vs 5 “We haves lived our lives in luxury and self-indulgence. We have fattened our hearts in a day 
of slaughter”. 
A. Blessings from the Lord are not our own, we are meant to be a blessing to others. Gen. 12:1-3, 

Mt. 25:40 (that which we have done for the least of these) 
 

II. Vs 6 “Condemning and murdering (even in our hearts) the righteous (rightly related) 
A. They don’t resist us (often can’t) 

1) May be referring to systemic and institutional sin 
2) Many are powerless due to systems they live in 

 

III. Vs 7  A call to “patience” (long-suffering, steadfastness, perseverance) “hupomone” 
A. This is not a short term call, it is “until the coming of the Lord” 

1) Running a marathon is a lot different then a “mountain top experience” 
2) Is. 40:31 “ A lone obedience in the same direction” 

a. What spiritual disciplines help us to grow in patience? 
B. Analogy of a farmer and fruit (Dt. 28:12, Joel2:23, Hos. 6:3)  

1) What is the essence of “waiting for the harvest”? (Bridges/devo. P. 182) 
C. Vs 8. Repeats the call to be patient (why?) Establish our heart/ What is this? 

 

IV. Vs 9 James reminder is for us to not grumble against one another (believers) 
A. So we may not be judged 
B. James says, “the Judge stands at the door” /We and all we do are known! 

1) Almost always our “grumbling about others” stems from our own ego being offended about 
something. 
a. James guidance is that we have all offended one another at sometime and to remember 

“the Judge” hears all and knows all.  



1) I think it is a call to be gracious to others, the way we ask God to be with us and 
want others to be with us. 

 
V. Vs 10 Encouragement in suffering & an example of patience. 

A. Take the example of the prophets (who spoke in the name of the Lord) 
1) Hebrews 11 comes to mind as we see “all of them” welcoming what is promised from a 

distance. 
B. Vs 11 “blessed” are those who remain steadfast (patient) (long-suffering) 

1) Job and example of that/In contrast to the world we look for God’s blessing in the midst 
a. Job’s honest wrestling match is also helpful, patience does not mean free from struggle 

2) Seen the purpose of the Lord (Rom. 8:28, and John 17 “oneness”) 
3) What know to be true of the Lord, He is compassionate, merciful 

a. In suffering seeing Him with patience often shows itself at the “end” of the struggle 
b. There are a lot of stages between, initial shock, looking to the Lord, perseverance, faith 

(Rom. 5:1-4) 
C. Final caution that is very important (above all) 

1) “Don’t swear by heaven/ earth or any other oath (Often just going “around” using the 
Lord’s name in vain. 
a. Remember Herod and John the Baptist (Mark 6) 
b. Let your “yes” be “yes”/ people need to be able to trust you (Mt. 5:34) 
c. It’s a matter of witness to the Lord and who He is 
d. And a matter of not falling under condemnation – us or God’s name (both possible) 

 
VI. Litany of wisdom vs 13, 14 

A. Vs 13 Are you suffering? Pray 
B. Are you cheerful? Sing praise (The combination is about everything driving us “to” the Lord. 
C. Are you sick? Call the elders, let them pray over you, anoint you with oil (Calvin believes this 

sign should not be used today). He is battling “extreme unction” as used in the Catholic Church. 
1) He also believed “healing” to be of a certain time frame of God’s witness, and not 

experienced on a regular basis today”. Many Christians disagree about this point. 
2) (in the name of the Lord) Why does James include this? Seeking God’s will, not the gift 

 
VII. Vs 15 Power of a prayer of faith: (Remember what faith is, in whom?) 

A. It will save the one who is sick 
1) The Lord will raise them up 
2) Sins will be forgiven – (Calvin believes this points us to sin affecting us physically also) 

a. Vs 16 Confess to one another (those who really know us help us greatly in prayer for us) 
b. Pray for one another (that you may be healed) 
c. “The prayer of a righteous (rightly related) person “has great power” (not our 

worthiness) 
1. Why might we expect that to be the case? 
2.  Vs 17,18 Example of that – Elijah and rain (I Kings 17, 18) 

a. Should we be able to do this? Did Elijah change God by his prayer? 
b. This is about the power of prayer, not the “saintliness” of the person 

 
VIII. Vs 19 Blessing of bringing someone back who has wondered from the truth: 

A. You save the soul of a sinner from death (This is about proclaiming salvation to the lost) 
B. Covers a multitude of sins, not just about effect of love, more about forgiveness (Ps. 103:12) 

 



 
 
 
 
 


