
James 4:10-17, 5:1-8 
 

Review: 
1) The real culprit in the unrest & fighting in us/with others is our desires & passions. 
2) When the desires of our flesh are unmet they lead to anger, coveting, envy and all 

sorts of issues (maybe even murder “in our hearts) with others. 
3) But coveting and getting what we want or “lust for (I want it now)”can be just as 

dangerous, it feeds our “must have it tendencies”. 
4) The Lord wants us to ask, to seek Him (and His will). Many times even when we do 

ask it is so we can spend it on ourselves, or use God for our own purposes. 
5) The Lord is “jealous” for us in that He created us for Himself. When we live for self or 

the things of this world we are showing hostility and enmity towards God. 
6) God’s gives us grace that overcomes even our “self”. That grace comes both in 

opposing our pride, and giving grace to us in our humility. 
7) We are called to submit to the Lord by resisting the devil and drawing near to God. 
8) True repentance calls us to mourn/weep over: own condition & judgment of others. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 
I. Vs 10 Humble yourselves (see yourself rightly) before the Lord 

1) This is not our normal action in our fallen state, we often long to be 
recognized, seen as important or high and mighty 
a. Luke 14:8-10 (choosing lowest place)/Mark 10:42-45 (becoming least of all) 

 

II. Vs 11,12 Believers should not speak evil against one another 
A. To speak evil of, or judge others or the law is placing ourselves as a judge of them 

and of the law (God’s word). (Similar argument by Paul in Rom. 14:1-12) 
1) Only one who has that right, the Lawgiver and Judge. Only the Lord has the 

power to save or destroy. 
2) Who are we to judge a neighbor or the law? 

a. To do this is to set ourselves up as a law to ourselves, superior to others 
and superior to God’s revealed will. 

b. This is exactly what the Enlightenment started and we have seen come to 
fruition in postmodernism and relativism. 

 

III. Vs 13-17 We are not to say what we will do today or tomorrow, we have no clue 
what tomorrow may bring. (This is another form of pride.)  
A. Instead we should recognize how insignificant we are and how little control we 

have. (Proverbs 16:1) 
1) We are a mist that appears for a little while then vanishes. 

B. Recognizing this we should say “if the Lord will, we will live and do this or that”. 
1) To do otherwise is to boast in our arrogance, which is evil.  
2) Recognizing God’s providence and our dependence on Him is key! 

- One blessing of the virus is making us aware of this need daily 
3) We go so far as to “glory (boast)” as to our plans  



IV. Vs 17 So if we know the right thing to do and don’t do it, that is sin. 
1) Sins of omission just as heinous as sins of commission. 
2) Really important for us to be on the Lord’s agenda during this time. 

- Dilemma of the virus, how do we help and not hurt? 
 

V. Chapter 5 vs 1-6 
A. Vs 1 Warning to the rich, weep and howl (repent) for the miseries that are going 

to come on you. (This is meant to us to despair of our condition) 
• So often people try look to their prosperity as “proof of God’s blessing”, this is 

just not true. Wealth is a trust which we are accountable to God for. 
1) Vs 2 ‘Your riches have rotted your garments and are moth eaten” 

a. Translation – “Hoarding wealth actually destroys us and our relationship 
with the Lord. It is hard to “depend” on the Lord for our “daily bread” when 
our storehouses are full”. 

2) Vs 3 “ Your gold and silver have corroded and are a witness against you”. 
a. “They will eat your flesh like fire” – all sin eats away at our soul. Ps. 32:3,4 
b. Laying up your treasures will do nothing for you. 

1. We also pile up God’s wrath against us, sets us up in opposition to His 
plans for wealth. We are just “stewards”. 

3) Vs 4 The wages you defrauded your workers of, cry out against you and have 
been heard by the Lord. (Deuteronomy 24:15)  
a. It is amazing what we can justify when it comes to wealth 

1. It wasn’t long ago “slavery” was an approved practice even by Christians 
b. Fascinating to study history of the “Pinkerton” used by Frick and Carnegie 

to deal with the strike at Homestead, in Pittsburgh. 
c. It is the Lord who will come to the defense of those wronged. The Lord is 

the defender of those who can’t care for or protect themselves, and He 
calls us as Christians to that now on His behalf. (Gal. 2:10, James 1:27) 

4) Vs 5 Your have lived on earth in luxury and in self-indulgence: (Such an 
important caution for any of us living in America) 
• You have fattened your hearts in the day of slaughter 
• Vs 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous (rightly related 

person). They did not even resist you. ( They often have no power to.) 
 

VI. Vs 7  A call to “patience” (long-suffering, steadfastness, perseverance) “hupomone” 
A. This is not a short term call, it is “until the coming of the Lord” 

1) Running a marathon is a lot different then a “mountain top experience” 
2) Is. 40:31 “ A lone obedience in the same direction” 

a. What spiritual disciplines help us to grow in patience? 
B. Analogy of a farmer and fruit (Dt. 28:12, Joel2:23, Hos. 6:3)  

1) What is the essence of “waiting for the harvest”? (Bridges/devo. P. 182) 
C. Vs 8. Repeats the call to be patient (why?) Establish our heart/ What is this? 

 



 
 
 
 


