
James 4:1-10 
 
Review: 

1) The caution to not “seeking” to be a teacher out of pride. The two-fold caution is about 
being judged with greater strictness, and “not talking ourselves into Christianity”. It is 
also a caution against judging others and being caught up in pride. 

2) James also reminds us that though a small member of the body, the tongue is very 
capable of great destruction. It can reap destruction for our whole life, it is a deadly 
poison and is a favorite instrument of Satan. 

3) Both blessing the Lord with the tongue and cursing others (made in His image) I’d 
another particular problem. The tongue often reveals the wickedness of our hearts. 

4) The contrast between heavenly wisdom and earthly wisdom is another issue James 
draws our attention to. James is drawing attention to the lack of true wisdom in those 
who are condescending towards others and don’t reflect their teaching in their lives. 

5) The “fruits” of earthly wisdom are seen in jealousy and selfish ambition, boasting and 
lying.  

6) Heavenly wisdom shows itself in being pure, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 
mercy, good fruit, and is impartial and sincere, and especially peace (wholeness), which 
is only generated by the Holy Spirit in us. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 
I. Vs 1 The real culprit in causing quarrels (wars) and fights are: 

A. Our passions (members) at war in us. 
B. These cause unrest in ourselves (internal). 
C. Division with others (interpersonal). 

1) We often see these exhibited in: 
- Immediate gratification 
- Pride (competition with others) 

 
II. Vs 2 “Desires” (lusts) not met can lead us to murder (this can be actual or in our 

motives). This is about giving free reign to our appetites. 
A. Remember Mt. 5:22 “even if your angry in your heart” 
B. Coveting or envy often cause fights and quarrels. 

1) Specifically here it is referring to coveting and not obtaining 
2) But coveting and getting what we want or “lust for (I want it now)”can be just 

as dangerous. 
 

III. Vs 3 Not asking the Lord has consequences: 
A. First we don’t have (He chooses not to give without us asking) Why? 
B. Also asking and not receiving has meaning and purpose: 

1) We ask wrongly to spend it on our own passions. 
2) We try to “use God” by using Him for “our ends”. 
3) We need to learn to control our appetites & subject them to the Lord. 



IV. Vs 4 A case of “adultery” (loving someone or something else first) 
A. The world (living for self) is a “mistress”, we are corrupted by the things of the 

world 
1) This is “enmity” (hostility) with God 

B. Consequences of that: 
1) Friendship with the world/makes us an enemy of God 

 
V. Vs 5 God’s jealousy of us (not sinful jealousy) 

A. The Spirit (Holy Spirit) He put in us (ICor. 6:19) 
1) If we are jealous and envious, we can know we are not being ruled by the Holy 

Spirit. These are in direct contrast with the Lord’s nature, and His desire for us 
 
     VI. Vs 6 (may not be part of original text) But in spite of us, He gives more grace 

A. This work is the work of the Holy Spirit 
B. What He does is two sides of the same coin: 

1) Opposes the proud (pride so dangerous to spiritual health) 
2) Gives grace to the humble (humility is not proud, nor negating of self) 

a. Ps. 18:28 is not a direct quote but similar expression 
 

VII. Vs 7 The call to submissiveness and humbleness of heart is a call back to the Lord 
A. Called to submit to God (what does it mean to submit?)  

1) Richard Foster “give up the horrible need to always get our own way” 
B. Resist the devil (go to ruin) / When we do this he will flee 

1) But we can always count on his return (when we least want him to) 
C. Vs 8 Draw near to God (Instead of drifting or ignoring His pursuing us) 

1) Never have to doubt His drawing near to us (We do not dictate His actions) 
2) The call to “cleanse our hands, and purify our hearts” (sinners and double-

minded) could apply to us all, but seems to be directed at those in rebellion. 
 

VIII. Vs 9 A call to repentance: 
A. This is a call to be wretched, to mourn, and to weep over our own condition and 

judgment toward others. 
B. Let laughter (representative of pleasure seeking) be turned to mourning and joy 

to gloom. 
1) Very similar to the Beatitudes where we are told “Blessed are those who 

mourn” (This can be two-fold: either mourning for others suffering or our own 
sin) 

C. Vs 10 Humble yourselves (see yourself rightly) before the Lord 
1) This is not our normal action in our fallen state, we often long to be 

recognized, seen as important or high and mighty 


