
Psalm 125 
 
I. Review of Psalm 123, 124 
 1) Ps 123 reminds us of our helpless state and need to lift up our eyes as our Master to give us direction  
  in every circumstance of life. 
 2) When we look to the Lord we are looking to Him to “come down” to us and have mercy on us. 
  a. Historically for the Jews this would have been their condition at the hands of Egypt, Assyria,  
   Babylon, Rome etc. 
  b. (Mercy, compassion, grace) all are about what we desperately look to Jesus for. 
 3) We ask for God’s mercy in the face of the “contempt” & “scorn” that is brought on us both by the  
  world (those rich and at ease) and our own selfish desires which lead us back into sin. 
 1) Ps 124 Is about the Lord being on our side and the only way we survived against; enemies, floods,  
  raging waters, which all are symbolic of overwhelming pressures and stress we face. 
 2) This Ps invites us to sing about the “incredible help of the Lord”. Christianity is not meant to be easy,  
      it is meant to be lived dependent on a faithful God. “Christianity has not been tried and found     
      wanting, it is has been found difficult and left untried” G.K. Chesterton 
 3) We are so blessed by the Lord when we look to Him and find Him so faithful as we face the   
  “viciousness” of enemies, and He frees us of their traps and snares. 
 4) It is so important in our witness to others that they know it is the Lord who made heaven and earth  
  who has freed us and always been there with us and for us. 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
I. Vs 1 This Psalm compares those who “trust” in the Lord to Mt. Zion: 
 1) Which can’t be moved/ some translate Hebrew “removed” 
      - All this makes us think of the “security” and “stableness” of the believers walk. 
      - We aren’t living in fear thinking that if we take one wrong step the Lord will abandon us 
      - Believers also know the are secure because it is the Lord who defends us and doesn’t move. 
  * Peterson reminds us we can be moved, our moods are all over the place, it is not in ourselves  
   that we trust in. (We choose to live by the “facts of God”, not our own feelings/moods. 
 2) Abides forever - that is true now, as we grow, and for eternity.  
      - Rom. 8:39 “nothing in all creation can separate us from ....” 
 
II. Vs 2 It also says the Lord surrounds His people like: 
 1) As the mountains surround Jerusalem 
      - Surrounded, nothing can get through Him from any side, unless He lets it 
      - Blue Devo. 371 - “nothing can touch us” 
 2) And He does that “from this time forth” 
      - Christ’s promises start when He comes to live in us in the Holy Spirit 
      - This is as true now, daily as it will be in heaven (resurrection life) 
 3) and forevermore. That is a long promise! 😊 
 
III. Vs 3 This verse talks of the “scepter (fist) of wickedness”: 
 1) Shall not rest on (violate what is due) the land allotted to the righteous (rightly related) 
      - Peterson says of “violate” that it will not “cancel out” the promises of the Lord. 
      - Some see this as a promise that the wicked will have limited effect upon the righteous, because of  
  God’s protection. That doesn’t mean we won’t be assaulted and tried by the wicked. 
 2) This promise reminds us of I Cor. 10:13 where we are told with temptation the Lord always provides  
  a way out, if we will just look to Him, and rely upon Him. 
  - “lest the righteous stretch out there hands to do wrong” (provoking them to wrongful violence) 
  - Sense that if the Lord didn’t limit the effect of the wicked, all might give in and join them. 
  - Rom. 12 God’s call is for us not to respond to evil with evil 
  - He says to “leave room for God’s wrath, vengeance shall be mine says the Lord” 



IV. Vs 4 is a plea for “the Lord to do good to those”: 
 1) “who are good”  
      - I prefer “of God” because their are no “good people” Jesus is clear about that in Mt. 19 and Rom. 3. 
      - Those who seek God, who are children of God, who hunger and thirst for righteousness sake, these  
  are those yearning for God’s goodness. 
 2) “to those who are upright in their hearts” 
      - Those who are rightly related are only so through Christ’s grace and sacrifice of atonement on the  
  cross, not in and of themselves. 
      - This is what Jesus was trying to call people to when criticizing the hypocrites by saying “these  
  people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me”. Is. 29:13, Mt. 15:8 
 
V. Vs 5 Here is a “promise” to those who turn aside to their crooked ways (backsliders): 
 A. The fear of backsliding is a fear not based on the Lord’s faithful pursuit of us and promise by Him to  
  bring us to completion. (Phil. 1:6) 
 1) The Lord will lead them away with evildoers! 
      - Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit has very dire consequences. Mt. 12:22-32 
      - This would be a distinction for those who are His in “lip service only” 
      - Calvin’s - “invisible” vs “visible” church 
  * Often hypocrites see themselves as the “holiest of the holy” because in God’s forbearance He  
  has left the chaff to grow with the wheat. Those who aren’t truly children of God take this as the  
  Lord’s approval of their charades, and lack of true relationship. 
 2) But His peace and wholeness will be upon Israel (His people, those rightly related to Him) 
      - Peterson says this is the equivalent of “relax” God has this! 
      - Only those who truly know Him should know this peace, others can be sure that one day the Lord’s  
  judgment will come and the chaff will be separated from the wheat, the fake from the real deal. 
 
 


